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ii per cent of the overt-practice sample believed that these relations were
important in preventing their marriage.6
It is often said that attendance at women's colleges encourages inver-
sion. Davis states that those who attended coeducational colleges reported
significantly fewer homosexual experiences, although 18 per cent of the
total number who reported intense emotional relations with other girls
and 21 per cent of those in the overt-practice sample had graduated from
coeducational schools. There is no difference in reports of present health
between those who denied ever having experienced intense affectional re-
lations with other women and those who did experience them, but the
overt-practice group had had in the past a higher proportion of "nervous
breakdowns." As to occupational concomitants, those who were engaged
in teaching or other educational work showed no significant differences
in percentages in any one of the three groups: overt practice, intense emo-
tional responses, or no such experiences at all. Those in social-service work,
however, showed significantly high percentages in both the homosexual
categories. In regard to happiness and success as stated by the informants,
there are no significant differences among the groups. Curiously enough,
masturbation was found to be significantly higher in the group which had
experienced overt practices, but heterosexual intercourse was "significantly
lowest" in the group which had indulged only in intense emotional rela-
tionships without overt practice. Finally, there is no evidence of any rela-
tion between observed periodicity of sexual desires and overt homosexu-
ality.
It is most significant, too, that there is no evidence in this group, taken
as a whole, of psychopathic symptoms, although, as we stated, there is
some evidence that neuroticism is more closely associated with the overt-
practice group than with the other. But, since neurotic responses may be
both constitutionally and culturally conditioned, it is difficult to know
how much of the nervous breakdown reported is related to the practice
of inversion and how much to odier factors. (See Davis, 1929, pp. 278-
296, for some illustrative cases of homosexuality.) It is interesting to note
that a higher proportion of the women who admitted overt practice also
found heterosexual outlets in comparison with the group of less overt
reactions. Furthermore, those who denied homosexual experiences of any
kind admitted significantly higher percentages of being disturbed by sex
problems than did those who did admit them. Finally, Davis (1929, p.
273) remarks, **Intense emotional relations with other women, whether
leading to overt practices or not, seem to make little difference in the pro-
portions of those who regret their single state."
6 Of course, on the matter of etiology of homosexuality, there is a sharp division between
those who believe it rests upon constitutional foundations and those who attribute it largely
to factors arising from the life history of the child and adolescent. Davls's study unfortunately
throws no light on this controversy.